The changing relationship between physicians and hospitals.
There is a growing trend towards the unification of the practices of physicians under the umbrella of a hospital or group of hospitals. Prior to entering into such relationships, hospitals must test the relationship to be sure that it will not lead to a violation of the anti-kickback statute or, if the hospital is tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3), the prohibition against private inurement under the Internal Revenue Code. These are complex determinations and competent advice should be sought before entering into such relationships.